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From Saturday, Jagat g. to TuelDap, January 12. 1713. 


The intolerable Infolence and Falfbood of the Party Expofed, who are now come to that highth 
as to affirm, that We lofe by our Trade to Spain. 


A Challenge to them to prove it. 


Another Letter from Backftroke, with a Quotation from the Inf{pector-General. 





r HE Affurance with which the Party, that 

Oppofe the MERC AT O FR, manage their 

Debate,is come to fuch a highth now, that 

it is really remarkable, and very fingular. 
The MERCATOR thinks, he . needs do little more 
to Expofe them to the World, than to Jet the People 
know, what it is they fay. Among feveral other extra- 
yagant Things,which they have had the Face to publith, 
the MERCATOR defires thefe Three may be no- 
ticed for the prefent, and may ferve for a Sample or 
Taite of the whole. 


1. 1 ASSERT, fays their Author, 17% Dave 2 l/rug 
Trade with Spain, by taking off mere of their Com- 
modities than they take off’ of ours. This is dated 
Decemb. 7. 1713. 

2. Knowing,that they fhould be anfwver'd by inftan- 
cing the great Sums we receive in Hard Ware, as 
our Merchants cali it, i.e. 12 Rulion, by every 
Ship from Spain; they have the Face to anticipate 
is in that, and trump up a new Fancy of their 
own, (vize) That Silver is but a meer Merchan- 
dize, which becaufe we want to Export again to 
the Indies, we buy at Cadiz, 2s we do other Goods 
at other Places, becau‘e that is the-.Market for ir, 
and we cannot efteem it a Retarn’for our Trade, 
but that we pay for it by Remittances, or by Bills 
on other Countries. 

3. That whereas one of the Queens Ships brought 
over a very great Quantity of Pieces of Eight late- 
ly, near 2 Million as we are inform’d, and that he 
expects this would be ‘argued againft them, they 
fiy the Caprain of the Englith Man of War took 
this Money in for Holland for the fake of a Half 
per Cent. which the Dutch pay more for the 
Freight than the Englith, but not being permitted 
to go to Holland with ir, as indeed was not like- 
ly he fhould, delivered it here, 8c. 


OF all the forged Stories,that ever have been pnt 
upon the Town bv this Party of Men (the SCHEME 
Fexcepted) none was ever feen fo ill put together as 
thefe arc. 

They are fuch coarfe, grofs, naked, uncloath’d LYES, 
(the ATE RCATOR hopes he may be excufed that 
hateful Word in fo deteftable an Attempt as this is) 
they are, | fay, fuch barefac’d Forgeries, that it is ho- 
ped,no Men of common Sence can be deceive:l by them. 
The Defign is in it felf abominable, and the Confidence, 
with which it is managed,is fuch, as no Age in Hiftory 
can) give an Example of the like: It is an Attempt to 
arm and prejudice the People of Great-Britain againft 


the only Trade in the World, that is the Fond of their 
Wealth and Profperity; THE Trade,that has always 
enrich’d us, and which is to us an inexhauftible Mine 
of Treafure,which nothing can prevent from doing us 
Good, but fuch an abhorr'd villainous Plot as this, bent 
againft tlie Nation’s general Good. 

Are rhiefe the Patriots of our Trade’ the Retrievers 
of our Commerce! Lofe bi our Trade to Spain? Was 
ever fuch a thing heard in England before? Lofe by our 
Trade to Spain! We may be faid as truly and as reafo- 
nably to lofe by our Woollen Manufacture. 

Bur how do we lofe by it? Let us ask them that Que- 
ftion. Why truly they fpcak plain, By taking of more 
of their Commodities,than they take off of ours. 

Now it ¢s true there is one way to bring them off of 
this horrid Ajjerticn ; but it is a Sophifm, a Shuifle fo 
fcandalous, that nothing but fuch a Mountebank-Mer- 
chant as we have to do with can be concern’d in, (viz.) 
That Bullion or Silver is a Merchandize or Commodity, 
which we buy in Spain, as we do the other Growth of 
their Country ; and it is moft certainly true, that we 
take more of their Commodities, reckoning Silver for 
one, than they take of ours.; how elfe fhould we gain 
by their Trade? So we take more Commodities off at 
Guinea,than they take of ours, tor we take Elephants 
Teeth, and Gold-Daft, and Negroes, in a great Quan- 
tity, for Beads and Baubles, Couries and Beugle-Brace- 
lets: Jn like manner, We tike more of their Commo- 
ditties off from the Spaniards,than ticy take from us; 
for, befides their Wine, Oyl, Fruit, Wooll, Iron, &e. 
we take offa prodigious Mafs of Silver, infomuch tha 
notwithflanding the vait Exportation of Bullion to Hol- 
land and India, the Rate of Bullion here is now below 
the Standard, and great Qiantities are Coining every 
day atthe Mint. As to the Sham-Reafon he gives for 
our fending fo much Bullion to Holland, the Dates of 
Time will expofe it for a Fallhood; but of that here- 
after. 

But to make fhort Work with thefe Men, for the 
MERCATOR’s Bofinefs is to Expofe them. but not to 
Scold and Rail with them; they have ASSERTED, as 
before, that }¥e pave a lojiag Trade with Spzin, &e. and 
take more off of their Commoditis, than tircy take off of 
Ours, 

They who Allrt ovcht to prove. The MERCATOR 
gives them a fair Challenge: If thy can prove this, 
all they have faid alicady in other Cafes, however ub- 
furd, however falfe, however wickedly defign’d and 
grofsly forged, fhall be taken for Truth; the MERC /- 
TOR will acknowledge himfelf worfied and overcome, 
lay down the Cudgels, own himfelf a Novice, turn 
Pupil to uw, and never appear in the Caufe again, 


| Nay 
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Nay, the MERC ATOR offers them farther; The 


, 
x 


: Oy fides fairly before the Parliament; if they prove,Z/ar 


oF in we are Lofers by the Trade to Spain, they fhall pronounce 

<<~y -any Sentence they pleafe upon the MF RC ATOR of 
what fort they think fir, even of Felony, on Condition 
to bear the fame,if they cannot prove it; and the 
MERCATOR will toin ina betition to have it 
pafs'd into a Law, that the Perfon failing fhall be the 
Criminal. , 

Let them then go to work, for the Proof lics upon 
them. Their Authors were cautioned early to fay no- 
thing, but what they gould prove: They were told, 
this was not an Age to be taken upon Truft in: And 
when they firft fet out, they promifed they would prove 
every thing they faid. Now let them bring out their 
Scheme of the Spanifhy Trade, and lay it before us, 
and abating the Sophifm aforefaid of reckoning Silver 
among the Commodities, let them make it appear, if 
they can, that we take more Goods off of the Spaniards, 
than they take off of us: This is the Task they have un- 
dertaken, no doubt but they will make it good; the 
Eyes of the Town are upon them : They have engaged 
in two fuch things, as no Man ever undertogk before 
them, (viz.) To juftily their old forged SCHEME, and 
to prove,that we /ofe by our Trade to Spain. Let their 
hired Attorney make good thefe two, €7 evit mibi magnus 
Apollo. ‘ : 

But before the MERCATOR leaves them, know- 
ing how the Neceflity of their Caufe, as well as their 
own Inclination, will put them upon Shuffling our of 
this Broil,as well as they can; The Terms muff be ex- 
plained ; and we muft determine,whart we are to under- 
ftand by the word MORE, more of their Commodities. 

ft is not MORE in Quantity, MORE in Number or 
in Bulk, that is not the Difpute among us, bur MORE 
in Value. The Ballance of Trade in all Cafes depends 
upon the Value of the Goods exchanged, and this Va- 
Jue is to be Eftimated upon the Prime Coft, including 
the Freivht, &c. of the Goods fent from either re- 
fpective Nation. 

In this manner our Trade to Spain is to be Eflima- 
ted; and the MERCATOR verily believes, tho’ he 
does not affert, a they do, but he believes, and it is not 
altogether improbable, thar the very Freight of the 
Britiih Shipping Employed in our Trade to Spain, in- 
tinding the Fith we catch and carry thither, is equal to 
all the Goods and Commodities we bring from thence. 

This is indced but a Conjecture, and_is offered only 
as fuch; but theirs is a pofirive Affertion, and the 
proof lies upon them. Let us fee, how they will make 
it out, and the MERCATOR will give his Reafons 
for the Conjcéture aboveme: tioned, afterward. 

In the mean time it falls out very ominoufly, and 
for the Mortification of thefe bold Adventurers, that 
the very Day, on which they had the matchlefs Confi- 
dence to ublith fuch an Affertion, the Cuftom-houfe 
Books prefent us with fuch an Aceount of Goods Ex- 

orted.to Spain and the Streights, as is enough to Con- 
Found them, and make them athamed of what they 
have faid, and which, when publifhed, will ftand as a 
Specimen,by which fomething may be feen of what our 
Trade to Spain is, which thefe Men pretend is to our 
Lofs. 

But before we come tothar, the ATERCATOR 
obferves the fame Inconvenience lies onus as in the 
French Trade, (viz.) About Goods Entred under the 
General Head the Srreights. Now we all know, thar 
as the French have fundry Ports in the Streights, (viz.) 
Marfeilles, Lhoulon, and fome other fmal] Ports on the 
Coaft of Languedoc and Provence, and the Italians have 
Genoa, Leghorn, Naples, Meflina and Venice (for we 
may cal] them all Italy) fo the Spaniards have Gibralear, 
Alicant, Denia, Xevia, Mallaga, Carthagena, Barcelona, 
&c. to all which we have a conflant and great Trade ; 
and as fometimes Goods are Entred to all thefe Ports by 


their Namics, f manytimes the Words THE STREKG ‘75 
take in the Goods fhipped for al! thefe Paces. 
Wherefore to end or avoid a Cavil in that Cafe, the 
MERCATOR makes a fair Propofa! to them, (viz.) 
That we fhould allow,that all the Goods thipped to the 
Streights in general, which indeed is no where, ang 
may be any where, be Eftimated to vo One third to 
Spain, One third to France, and One third to fraly : 9; 
if not fo, let them fay what Proportion is rational to ps 
each place, andthe AZERC ATOR tor Peace fare 
will acquiefce, let it be as they pleafe. Now the Ac 
count of Goods Exported from the Cuflom-houfe ¢, 
Spain and the | treights in One Day, (viz.) Jan. 7. the 
very Day they made this monftrous Aficrtion, will 2 
little help to open the Eyes. of thofe poor ignorane 
People, that thefe Men endeavour thus to Delude ang 
Impofe upon. But as we have not Room for it in this 
Paper, it muit be Reterr’d co the next MERCATOR, 


; 
To the Mercator. 


‘ BEng not willing to crowd you too much, and fill 
‘* up all your Papers with my Anfivers to the In- 
*‘folent Attacks of the Club,which I have to do with 
‘1 thal] only repeat, for your particular Obfervation, a 
‘few Words of the Jnfpettor-General’s Report, which 
“were quoted in my laf =~ but one, that my Friend 
‘ Martin may fee,what his own Evidence (for I muft 
‘infift upon it, that the Zefpector-General is an Evidence 
‘of his own calling up) has prophcetically fpoken fo 
‘long ago of him and his Club, and of what they would 
‘fay and do about the French Commerce. The Wirds 
* are thefe ° 


“ This Ballance againft us of a Mullion yearly, which 
has been aflerted in feveral Books, and in Memorials 
*¢ Jaid before the King and Council, and both Houfes of 
Parliament, muft have been Chimertcal, for By ends 
advaried by fome, and ignorantly followed by others. 


NOTE, The Author found it was not fo unlikely a 
thing, that the Parliaments fhould be Inpofed spon, 
as fome would now pretend to be. But he goes cn. 


c 


tat 


But in cafe of a Peace, whenever it fha!l happen, ’t's 
eifie to be forefeen this Difpute will always laf. 
They, who may defire the Continuation of the War, 
there s our Club, or whofe Dealings to other Coun- 
“ tries may lead them to obftru& all forts of Traftick 
“ ‘with France, there’s our METHUENITES or Portgoal 
“ Traders, What will they do ? They will affirm fuch 
© an Over-ballance; there's HARRY brought in di- 
“ rectly; they will (hire an A'torney, ignorant in Trae, 
“ and /trong in Face, to affert whatever they bid bin, and) 
“ afirm fuch an Over-ballance; objerve, they rebr or 
“ prong will affirm it. Bus let the Infpettor Zo on : They 
“ who underftand Trade in general, and who know 
“ there can be no found Peace between Countries, when 
“ there is not a fair Commercial Treaty, there’s rive 
“ MERCATOR; Will! Woat of them? Way, they 
“ will deny it; Aad what fills? indeed what is excactly 
“© come to pafs, from whence future Animofities and 
“ Breaches may arife. Vide Report, Lafpettor-Gener.s, 
“ Parc I. Pag. 26, 27. - 


6c 
66 
« 


€ Could any thing be more prophetical, or more ex- 
€ actly foretell the Conduct of my Friend Martin and 
‘his Club. I believe they can fearce give me an Inflance 
‘of the like in a Hundred Years time, an! for chis 
‘ Reafon I troubled you with the Reretition of in I 
* think it is a Backjirvke to them ,which they will never 
‘ ward of. : 


Tour Humble Servant, B. 
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